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Ajibulu, Lekan (Medical Student)
Case report: “Simpleness”: a qualitative description study exploring patient perspectives
on the barriers and facilitators of using digital health tools to self-manage inflammatory
bowel disease
Supervisor: Dr. Karen Wong (Gastroenterology)

Aliy, Jokha (Graduate Student)
Plant-derived extracellular vesicles and their potential role in the microbiome and
bacterial infections
Supervisor: Dr. Carlos Cervera (Infectious Diseases)

Armbruster, Marie (Graduate Student)
Limited nesting as a preclinical model to study the psychoneuroimmunology of post-
partum depression: A comparison of two mouse strains.
Supervisor: Dr. Paul Forsythe (Pulmonary Medicine)

Beghin, Justine (Graduate Student)
Probing potential therapeutic targets of Influenza’s polymerase using an aptameric
approach
Supervisor: Dr. Vanessa Meier-Stephenson (Infectious Diseases)

Burgar, Jordyn (Graduate Student)
Implementing Physiotherapist-Pharmacist Collaborative Care for Knee OA:
Methodological Insights from a Community-Based Pragmatic RCT
Supervisor: Dr. Ross Tsuyuki (Cardiology)

Carr, Alice (Postdoctoral Fellow)
Changes In Kidney Function After Islet Transplantation Using Calcineurin Inhibitor-Based
Immunosuppression In A Single-Centre Cohort In Canada Over 20 Years
Supervisor: Dr. Peter Senior  (Endocrinology & Metabolism)

Charlton, Maddison (Graduate Student)
Correlating biophysical properties of TDP-43 aggregates with clinical phenotypes in
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
Supervisor: Dr. Valerie Sim (Neurology)

Dembele, Kléouforo-Paul (Postdoctoral Fellow)
Nanotubes mediated mitochondria transfer from normal to cancer cells promotes
Mesenchymal-to-Epithelial Transition (MET) required for metastasis in cancer
Supervisor: Dr. Evangelos Michelakis (Cardiology)

Elsayed, Manar (Graduate Student)
Validation of Administrative Data Case Definitions of Immune Checkpoint Inhibitor-
associated Inflammatory Arthritis
Supervisor: Dr. Carrie Ye (Rheumatology)

SCIENTIFIC ABSTRACTS 
FULL ABSTRACTS  ENCLOSED 



1035AM

1045AM

1055AM

1105AM

1120AM

Gao, Yunfeng (Postdoctoral Fellow)
Increased effector memory RA T cells after resolution of recurrent Clostridioides difficile
infection: a preliminary study
Supervisor: Dr. Dina Kao (Gastroenterology)

Hamie, Angela (Graduate Student)
Advancing BCMA-Targeted CAR NK Therapy Using Lipid Nanoparticle mRNA Delivery
Supervisor: Dr. Michael Chu (Hematology)

Jarvis, Catherine (Graduate Student)
An Analysis of Patient Recovery and Opinions on Driving Post Transcatheter Aortic Valve
Insertion (TAVI): The TAVI-D Study
Supervisor: Dr. Robert Welsh (Cardiology)

Karthivashan, Govindarajan  (Research Fellow)
Therapeutic window of native PLGA nanoparticles in the 5xFAD mouse model of
Alzheimer’s disease
Supervisor: Dr. Satyabrata Kar (Neurology)

Kornuta, Claudia (Postdoctoral Fellow)
PAR-2 activating peptide as mucosal adjuvant improves immune cell recruitment to the
lymph nodes and activation
Supervisor: Dr. Harissios Vliagoftis (Pulmonary Medicine)

Leung, Dixon (Resident)
Exploring Hereditary Hemorrhagic Telangiectasia: How Rectal Bleeding Led to a New
Diagnosis
Supervisor: Dr. Dilini Vethanayagam (Pulmonary Medicine)

Liu, Shania (Postdoctoral Fellow)
Why do patients stop taking their glucagon-like peptide-1 receptor agonists?
Supervisor: Dr. Ross Tsuyuki (Cardiology)

Lubachowski, Mathew (Graduate Student)
Anaphase Promoting Complex Activation with C43-4 Peptide Reduces Aberrant Substrate
Accumulation in Aging and Aging Associated Diseases
Supervisor: Dr. Troy Harkness (Geriatric Medicine)

Ma, Chen Hsiang (Resident)
Guideline Directed Medical Therapy in Heart Failure Patients with Advanced Chronic
Kidney Disease: A Prospective Study from the Heart Function Clinic Registry
Supervisor: Dr. Gavin Oudit (Cardiology)

MacKay, Scott (Resident)
Multifaceted STRIDE II-Based Monitoring for Inflammatory Bowel Disease Advanced
Therapy Starts
Supervisor: Dr. Brendan Halloran (Gastroenterology)

SCIENTIFIC ABSTRACTS 
FULL ABSTRACTS  ENCLOSED 



1035AM

1045AM

1055AM

1105AM

1120AM

Mandal, Shivani (Graduate Student)
Chronic airway inflammation drives sex-specific changes in behaviour,
neuroinflammation and gut microbiota
Supervisor: Dr. Paul Forsythe (Pulmonary Medicine)

Mann-Nuttel, Ritu (Postdoctoral Fellow)
Cultured human Pulmonary neuroendocrine cells stimulated with House dust mite
allergen activate Innate lymphoid cells 2 and classic Dendritic cells
Supervisor: Dr. Paul Forsythe (Pulmonary Medicine)

Marriott, Hazel (Graduate Student)
Altered upper airway alarmin cytokine expression in response to biologic treatment in
severe asthma
Supervisor: Dr. Paige Lacy (Pulmonary Medicine)

Nabavi Rad, Ali (Graduate Student)
Donor Microbiota Induced Complement Component 3 (C3) Production Contributes to
Fecal Microbiota Transplantation (FMT) Efficacy in Patients with Recurrent Clostridioides
Difficile Infection (rCDI)
Supervisor: Dr. Dina Kao (Gastroenterology)

Nanoa, Joseph (Graduate Student)
Activation of the Glycolytic Enzyme Triose Phosphate Isomerase is a Viable Therapeutic
Strategy to Improve Ex-Situ Heart Perfusion: Implications For Cardiac Transplantation
Supervisor: Dr. Gopinath Sutendra (Cardiology) 

Omkar, Ayushi (Graduate Student)
Behaviour change techniques in e-Health interventions for older and/or frail/sarcopenic
adults: A systematic review and meta-analysis
Supervisor: Dr. Puneeta Tandon (Gastroenterology)

Osness, Emma (Graduate Student)
Markerless Motion Capture Parameters Associated with Fall risk and/or frailty: A Scoping
Review
Supervisor: Dr. Puneeta Tandon (Gastroenterology)

Patel, Kinjal (Clinical Fellow)
Improving Cirrhosis Identification: Evaluation of ICD-10 Codes and Development of a
Hybrid Algorithm for Enhanced Accuracy in Alberta’s Healthcare System
Supervisor:  Dr. Puneeta Tandon (Gastroenterology)

Paul, Pallabi (Postdoctoral Fellow)
Native PLGA nanoparticles inhibit Tau seed-induced Amyloid β1-42 aggregation:
Implications of cross-seeding in Alzheimer’s disease pathology
Supervisor: Dr. Satyabrata Kar (Neurology)

SCIENTIFIC ABSTRACTS 
FULL ABSTRACTS  ENCLOSED



1035AM

1045AM

1055AM

1105AM

1120AM

Piao, Jiyuan (Graduate Student)
From snails to mammals: discovery of an activator of the evolutionarily conserved PHLPP1
that promotes features of quiescence and hibernation in mouse cells and hearts
Supervisor: Dr. Evangelos Michelakis (Cardiology)

Rahemtulla, Kahir (Resident)
Comorbid Heart Failure and Short-Term Outcomes After Hospitalization for AECOPD
Supervisor: Dr. Mohit Bhutani (Pulmonary Medicine)

Raiesdana, Somayeh (Postdoctoral Fellow)
A pilot randomized trial on the usability and safety of an app (MyIBDDiet) to improve the
self-management of anti-inflammatory diet for individuals with inflammatory bowel
disease: Protocol
Supervisor: Dr. Karen Wong (Gastroenterology)

Rullay, Alisha (Graduate Student)
Prospective evaluation of diaphragm structure and function in double lung transplant
recipients with baseline lung allograft dysfunction
Supervisor: Dr. Kieran Halloran (Pulmonary Medicine)

Rullay, Alisha (Graduate Student)
Health-related quality of life and exercise capacity in double lung transplant recipients
with baseline lung allograft dysfunction
Supervisor: Dr. Kieran Halloran (Pulmonary Medicine)

Rullay, Alisha (Graduate Student)
Predicting baseline lung allograft dysfunction in double lung transplant recipients based
on pre-and peri-operative characteristics
Supervisor: Dr. Kieran Halloran (Pulmonary Medicine)

Seyyedi, Noorossadat (Graduate Student)
p53 associated de novo activation of VWF expression in tumor cells
Supervisor: Dr. Nadia Jahroudi (Hematology)

Shagani, Thisairajah (Graduate Student)
Does steatotic liver disease influence treatment response and clinical outcomes in
primary biliary cholangitis?
Supervisor: Dr. Ellina Lytvyak (Preventive Medicine) & Dr. Aldo Montano-Loza
(Gastroenterology)

Shaheen, Mohamed (Postdoctoral Fellow)
Effects of dietary intake of stool donors and recipients of fecal microbiota transplantation
on the gut bacterial diversity and clinical outcomes in recurrent Clostridioides difficile
infection
Supervisors: Dr. Dina Kao (Gastroenterology)

SCIENTIFIC ABSTRACTS 
FULL ABSTRACTS  ENCLOSED 



1035AM

1045AM

1055AM

1105AM

1120AM

Sharma, Rahul (Resident)
Characterizing Patient Reported Outcome Measure Descriptions for Clinical Trials in Dialysis
Registered on ClinicalTrials.gov
Supervisor: Dr. Sofia Ahmed (Nephrology)

Shreekumar, Devika (Graduate Student)
Management of obesity in a multimorbid patient population with chronic liver and gastrointestinal
diseases is effective, safe and improves quality of life
Supervisor: Dr. Ellina Lytvyak (Preventive Medicine)

Shreekumar, Devika (Graduate Student)
PSC-specific prognostic scores associated with graft loss and overall mortality in recurrent PSC
after liver transplantation
Supervisor: Dr. Ellina Lytvyak (Preventive Medicine)

Skoreyko, Jessica (Graduate Student)
Targeting Hepatitis B virus’s cccDNA through repurposed GQ-binding ligands
Supervisor: Dr. Vanessa Meier-Stephenson (Infectious Diseases)

Suandork, Tanya (Research Fellow)
Homologous composition of plant- and human-derived extracellular vesicles (EVs) suggests a
potential dietary origin of circulating plasma EVs
Supervisor: Dr. Carlos Cervera (Infectious Diseases)

Sun, Ning (Research Fellow)
Metabolic remodeling and Abnormal Mitochondrial Signaling in Primary Biliary Cholangitis
Supervisor: Dr. Andrew Mason (Gastroenterology)

Syed, Hussain (Graduate Student)
Machine Learning Predicts Response to Obeticholic Acid Therapy and Prognostic Pathways linked
with Primary Biliary Cholangitis
Supervisor: Dr. Andrew Mason (Gastroenterology)
 
Tejay, Saymon (Graduate Student)
Tumour Initiated Purinergic Signalling Can Promote Cardiomyocyte RBFOX1 Degradation and
Increase the Risk for Developing Cardiotoxicity from DNA Damaging Anticancer Agents
Supervisor: Dr. Gopinath Sutendra (Cardiology)

Tyagi, Varalika (Graduate Student)
SARS-COV-2 Prevention & Infection rates in SOT and Caregivers enrolled in TREAT-COVID
Supervisor: Dr. Dima Kabbani (Infectious Diseases)

Tyagi, Varalika (Graduate Student)
Norovirus and Sapovirus associated chronic diarrhea in SOT: Does Viral load correlate with
severity of symptoms?
Supervisor: Dr. Dima Kabbani (Infectious Diseases)

SCIENTIFIC ABSTRACTS 
FULL ABSTRACTS  ENCLOSED 



1035AM

1045AM

1055AM

1105AM

1120AM

Umar, Narmeen (Resident)
Concomitant sarcopenia and myosteatosis in cirrhosis patients is associated with longer
recovery and mortality after liver transplantation
Supervisors: Dr. Aldo Montano-Loza and Dr. Ellina Lytvyak (Gastroenterology)

van Lierop, Lisa (Graduate Student)
Long-term effectiveness and safety of ustekinumab dose escalation in patients with
moderate-to-severe ulcerative colitis: a multicenter retrospective cohort study
Supervisor: Dr. Frank Hoentjen (Gastroenterology)

van Lierop, Lisa (Graduate Student)
Long-term outcomes of extended versus conventional adalimumab dose interval for
patients with Crohn’s disease in stable remission: 3-year follow-up of the randomized
controlled LADI trial
Supervisor: Dr. Frank Hoentjen (Gastroenterology)

Waly, Doaa (Postdoctoral Fellow)
HBRV Seroprevalence and Immune Reactivity in Breast Cancer and Autoimmune Disease
Patients
Supervisor: Dr. Andrew Mason (Gastroenterology)

Whitman, Brendan (Postdoctoral Fellow)
Composition and influence of Lyophilized Fecal Microbiota Transplantation (LFMT) or
Lyophilized Sterile Fecal Filtrate (LSFF) on the human gut metaproteome following
treatment of recurrent Clostridioides difficile infection
Supervisor: Dr. Dina Kao (Gastroenterology)

Zhang, Yongneng (Postdoctoral Fellow)
A critical contribution of cardiac myofibroblasts in RV failure and the role of UCP2 SNPs in
the predisposition to RV decompensation in pulmonary arterial hypertension
Supervisor: Dr. Evangelos Michelakis (Cardiology)

SCIENTIFIC ABSTRACTS 
FULL ABSTRACTS  ENCLOSED 
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